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interests and social systems of the country, one of the most
intractable problems of the Constitution. That problem
is now decided for ten years, with the provision that the
Indian communities will be able to renounce separate elec-
torates if they come to an agreement among themselves.
The final decision, however, would rest with Parliament.
A table showing the distribution of seats in the Provincial
Legislative Assemblies is given in Appendix B.
(c) Franchise
A high property qualification will be the basis of franchise
for the election of the British Indian seats in the Upper
Chamber of the Federal Legislature. The Lower Chamber,
as stated above, will be filled by indirect election by the
Provincial Legislatures. The franchise of the Federal
Lower Chamber will therefore remain practically as it is
at present for the Provincial Legislatures, excepting certain
modifications required in the circumstances of some Provinces.
The existing franchise in all Provinces is based on property
qualification, but it is proposed to supplement it, as recom-
mended by the Indian Franchise Committee, by an educa-
tional qualification. Special provision will be made to
secure women members by the reservation of seats. Com-
merce, labour and other special interests will be represented
by special constituencies in the Federal Legislatures.
Provincial franchise has been greatly extended by
adopting, in the main, the proposals suggested by the
Franchise Committee. The creation of autonomous pro-
vinces necessitates an increase of the provincial electorate.
It is calculated that the size of the electorate in all the
Governor's Provinces will be about 14 per cent, of the total
population of British India as compared with the 3 per
cent, under the old Constitution, or some 27 per cent,
of the adult population. Here also the electoral qualifica-
tions are based both on property and education. The
ratio of women to men electors will be raised approximately

